ORDER OF SERVICE
Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
November 15th 2020 10am

Welcome to the Church of St. John the Evangelist.
Thank you for worshipping with us. Whether you are a
first-time visitor, a faithful parishioner or a returning
friend, please know that you always have a place at
God's table. As you enter today, may the gathering of
this community strengthen you to take God's
compassion and peace to a world in need of both.
The Church of St. John the Evangelist
23 Water Street North, Kitchener, Ontario N2H 5A4
www.stjohn316.com 519-743-0228

MORNING PRAYER AT TEN O’CLOCK
The Rev’d Dr. Preston Parsons
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Rebecca McKay, Deb Sheach
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Wheatcroft
THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY
Prelude
Officiant

Rhosymedre - Vaughan Williams

People

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.

Officiant

Let us pray.

The community prays silently.

People
Hymn 450

We thank you, O God,
that you have again brought us together
on the Lord’s Day to praise you
for your goodness and to ask your blessing.
Give us grace to see your hand
in the week that is past,
and your purpose in the week to come;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
You Call Us, Lord, to Be

1. You call us, Lord, to be a people set apart,
to feel with thoughtful mind
and think with tender heart.
Thus chosen, now, O Lord, we ask
for faith in your unfailing grace
to make us equal to the task

2. You call us, Lord, to care for self and neighbour too,
to take the risk, and dare to show what love can do.
Thus chosen, now, O Lord, we ask
for faith in your unfailing grace
to make us equal to the task.
3. You call us, Lord, to be good stewards of the earth;
to tend it as a place of blessedness and worth.
Thus chosen, now, O Lord, we ask
for faith in your unfailing grace
to make us equal to the task.
4. You call us, Lord, to serve: to die that we may live;
to know we best receive when joyfully we give.
Thus chosen, now, O Lord, we ask
for faith in your unfailing grace
to make us equal to the task.
Collect of the Day
Officiant

Let us pray.

The community prays silently.
Almighty God,
you sent your Son Jesus Christ
to be the light of the world.
Free us from all that darkens and ensnares us,
and bring us to eternal light and joy;
through the power of him
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
People

Amen.
THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

Reader A Reading from the Book of Judges.
(Judges 4:1-7)
The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the
Lord, after Ehud died. So the Lord sold them into the hand of
King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the

commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in
Haroshethhagoiim. Then the Israelites cried out to the Lord
for help; for he had nine hundred chariots of iron, and had
oppressed the Israelites cruelly twenty years. At that time
Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging
Israel. She used to sit under the palm of Deborah between
Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the
Israelites came up to her for judgement. She sent and
summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali,
and said to him, "The Lord, the God of Israel, commands
you, 'Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten
thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun.
I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin's army, to meet
you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and
I will give him into your hand.'"
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 123 (sung by choir)
To you I lift up my eyes, *
to you enthroned in the heavens.
As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, *
and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,
So our eyes look to the Lord our God, *
until he show us his mercy.
Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy, *
for we have had more than enough of contempt,
Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, *
and of the derision of the proud.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.
Amen.
Reader A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the
Church in Thessalonica. (1 Thessalonians 5:1-11)
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and
sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you. For

you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night. When they say, "There is
peace and security," then sudden destruction will come upon
them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant woman, and
there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in
darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are
all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the
night or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others
do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep,
sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night.
But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on
the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope
of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died
for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live
with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up
each other, as indeed you are doing.
Reader
People
Reader

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew.
(Matthew 25:14-30)

Jesus said, "For it is as if a man, going on a journey,
summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to
one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to
each according to his ability. Then he went away. The one
who had received the five talents went off at once and traded
with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the
one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the
one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole
in the ground and hid his master's money. After a long time
the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with
them. Then the one who had received the five talents came
forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 'Master, you
handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more
talents.' His master said to him, 'Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things,
I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of
your master.' And the one with the two talents also came

forward, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me two talents;
see, I have made two more talents.' His master said to him,
'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many
things; enter into the joy of your master.' Then the one who
had received the one talent also came forward, saying,
'Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where
you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter
seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the
ground. Here you have what is yours.' But his master replied,
'You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap
where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter?
Then you ought to have invested my money with the
bankers, and on my return I would have received what was
my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it
to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have,
more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but
from those who have nothing, even what they have will be
taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.'"
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Rev’d Dr. Preston Parsons

Sermon
Silent Reflection
Affirmation of Faith
Officiant

Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,

All

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived
by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the
outpouring of God’s power on the church, the world, and all
in need.
A brief silence
Lord of the Church, ignite your people with the passion of
your love. By the fire of your Holy Spirit, unify us across
ministries, congregations, and denominations, and refine us
to participate in your activity throughout the world. We pray
for Todd, our Bishop; Preston, our Rector; and for members
of all faith communities in our neighbourhood, that we may
find purpose in working together to serve the needs of this
community.
Reader
People

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands
and praise you for the beauty of nature. Bless the earth for
your glory and restore its integrity when exploitation has
caused ruin
Reader
People

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all
leaders. Increase concern for those who are most
vulnerable, especially as international leaders forge trade
agreements and cooperate to end human rights abuses.
Reader
People

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress.
Scatter the heavy clouds of depression, chronic illness,
unemployment, and loneliness with your radiant light. Send
us as encouragement and signs of your healing. We pray for
all whom we know to be in need, including those we now
name aloud, or remember silently. (A time of silence).
Reader
People

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Lord of the stranger, stir up holy righteousness in us to
extend love to those at the margins. Dispel our desire for
control and open us to learn from the perspectives of others.
Reader
People

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the
saints at rest from their labours. Rouse us to live by their
example, that all may come to know your love.
Reader
People

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our
Saviour, until that day when we gather all creation around
your throne where you will reign forever and ever. AMEN.

Hymn 601

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending

1. God, whose giving knows no ending,
from your rich and endless storenature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom,
costly cross, grave’s shattered doorgifted by you, we turn to you,
offering up ourselves in praise;
thankful song shall rise forever,
gracious Donor of our days.
2. Skills and time are ours for pressing
toward the goals of Christ, your Son:
all at peace in health and freedom,
races joined, the church made one.
Now direct our daily labour,
lest we strive for self alone.
Born with talents, make us servants
fir to answer at your throne.
3. Treasure, too, you have entrusted,
gain through powers your grace conferred,
ours to use for home and kindred,
and to spread the gospel word.
Open wide our hands in sharing,
as we heed Christ's ageless call,
healing, teaching, and reclaiming,
serving you by loving all.
Announcements
The Lord’s Prayer
Officiant

Gathering our prayers and praises into one
let us pray as our Saviour taught us,

All

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
Dismissal
Officiant

Glory to God,

All

whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Officiant

May the God of hope
fill us with all joy and peace in believing
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Officiant

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

All

Thanks be to God.

Organ Postlude

Simple Gifts - J. Southbridge

If you know of someone who is ill or in hospital, please
contact The Rector, Reverend Dr. Preston Parsons
rector@stjohn316.com or leave a message with the
office at 519-743-0228. In case of emergencies you can
contact him at 519-573-7797

Rector
The Reverend Dr. Preston Parsons
Assistant Clergy
The Venerable Ken Cardwell
The Reverend Paul Kett
Rector’s Warden Marianne Mellinger
People’s Warden David Sapelak
Deputy Warden Debbie Sheach
Parish Administrator Rebecca McKay

Cover art: Poorter, Willem de, 1608-approximately 1648. Parable of the
Talents, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt
Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/actimagelink.pl?RC=57779 [retrieved November 9, 2020]. Original source:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Willem_de_Poorter%27s_The_Pa
rable_of_The_Talents_or_Minas.png.

Prayer Intentions for the Week of
November 15 2020
IN THE ANGLICAN CYCLE OF PRAYER
Pray for the Church of Ceylon, The Right Reverend Dhiloraj
Ranjit Canagasabey, Bishop of Colombo; The Rt Revd
Keerthisiri Fernando, Bishop of Kurunegala; and for our
common mission and ministry.
PRAY for Todd, our Bishop; Anne, our Archbishop and
Metropolitan; Linda, our Primate; Mark, National Indigenous
Archbishop; Marinez, Bishop of Amazonia, our companion
Diocese; Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Susan, National
Bishop, and Michael, Bishop of the Eastern Synod,
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada.
In the Anglican Church of Canada this week we pray for the
members of the Council of General Synod.
In the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada this week we
pray for the members of the National Church Council.
IN THE DIOCESAN CYCLE OF PRAYER
PRAY for parishes in London Deanery, this week praying
especially for the people and parishes of St. Paul’s
Cathedral, London; St. John the Divine, Arva; and Trinity
Church, Lambeth.
FOR OUR COMPANION DIOCESE
Pray for the Diocese of Amazonia, for Bishop Marinez Rosa
dos Santos Bassoto, Bishop, and for our common mission
and ministry.
FOR MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH
WE PRAY this week for Grace Skanes, Gwen Smith, Alan
and Cherry Watson, and their families.
FOR FRIENDS AND FAMILY WHO ARE ILL
Colleen, Pat, Tracy, Marlin, John and Family, Nicholas,
Catherine, John, Guy, Connor, Emily, Ron and Anne,

Melanie, Alison, Jennifer, Franco, Joe and Gabrielle, David,
Scott, Andrea, James, Linda, Wayne, Ida, Catherine,
Carman, Heather, Sherri, Ann, Sheila, Farzana, Scott,
Vivian, Margaux, Sylvia, Alexander, Kyle, Sherri, Elysse,
Percival and Janet, Mike, Lee, Tianna, Todd and Rebecca,
Jeannie, Susan
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND FOR THOSE
FLOWERS ARE GIVEN TODAY
The flowers on the Altar are given in memory of Loved Ones,
from Jeannie, William, Dawn and Kai MacLean.
SPECIAL INTENTIONS
PRAY for Preston, our Rector, the Bishop, Archdeacon,
regional Dean and clergy of our Deanery, ministers of the
Gospel everywhere, and leaders of other faith groups,
especially during these times. As some return to worship in
church buildings, and others choose to be a part of virtual
worship experiences, may we be mindful of each other, and
patient with changes that will of necessity include new and
different ways of worship and parish life. Help us continue to
find ways to fulfill our calling to care for all people.
PRAY for the health of people throughout the world, and in
our own community as we continue to face challenges in our
lives. Pray for teachers, students, and parents. Be with those
who care for the sick and those who face increased health
compromise in these days. Pray especially for all who are
disadvantaged by hunger, homelessness, mental illness,
and unemployment. Give thanks for those in our community
who are working to provide temporary shelter for those who
have nowhere to call home, and others who are partnering to
provide affordable housing and housing for developmentallychallenged adults.

Parish and Community Announcements
New Memorial Garden Trustees We are very pleased to
announce that we have new Memorial Garden Trustees!
Please welcome Laura Doric, Ann Coughlin, and Jocelyn
Hill. Please congratulate them, and thank them and the team
of volunteers who will be working on keeping that part of the
grounds beautiful, and keeping up good relations with the
family members, friends, and neighbours who so enjoy that
space.
Donation Options There are many ways you can continue
your contributions to St. John's
1. Send weekly envelopes in the mail. You can send
post-dated cheques to the office at 23 Water St. North
Kitchener ON N2H 5A4
2. Drop off cash donations to the office through the mail
slot in the office door. Write your name on the
envelope!
3. Have an Errand Buddy pick up your donation.
4. Sign up for, or make changes to your DEFT by
contacting the office (519-743-0228 or
church@stjohn316.com).
5. Donate Online through Canada Helps by credit card.
You can set up recurring, or one time donations.
Canada Helps takes 3.75% but also provides the tax
receipt directly to you and provides a donation report
to us! Here’s the link

PWRDF Christmas Cards for Sale Below are the two card
designs that PWRDF has for 2020. Each pack has 12 cards and
a contribution of $25 is required if a tax receipt is needed. Please
contact Jim Mighty by email [jhmighty@yahoo.com] or phone
(519) 585-0865 as soon as possible, so that cards can be ordered
and left in the relevant mail slots in advance of December.

